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R E T H I N K I N G  H O W ,  W H Y  A N D  F O R  W H O M
A R T  I N  P U B L I C  S P A C E S  I S  M A D E
 

As the conclusive event for the show TO MOVE AND BE MOVED, KØS is inviting four prominent
international figures, each a vital player in their respective fields of art, curation, academia, and
cultural operation, to share their insights on empowering methodologies to rethink the premises of
the making processes of art commissions in public spaces. These methodologies promise to be a
potent political tool to critically rethink the purpose and audience of these commissions.

The short Symposium hosted at KØS opens a discussion on a crucial topic in public art: who oversees
commissioning public art memorials and monuments for public spaces? Which communities and stories are
connected to the land and space where they take place? And, which communities they speak to, and why?
The talks wil l  reflect on the methodologies artists, organizations, and institutions can adopt or invent to define
new concrete principles for developing long—or short-term artistic interventions in public space.

PROGRAM

4.00-4.45 PM:  Rethinking Public Memorials'  Making Process: The Process of the July 22 Memorial in Oslo.

Trude Schjelderup Iversen ,  Senior Curator at KORO, Office for Public Art in Norway
Mathias Danbolt ,  Prof. University of Copenhagen

4.45-5.15 PM :  CLIMAVORE snacks and drinks (included in the entrance price)

5.15-6.00 PM :  The Power of Public Art's Call-for-Action: "The World's UnFair" Public Commission as A Tool for
Indigenous Land’s Restitution.

Diya Vij ,  Curator, Creative Time, NYC
Adam Khalil ,  Artist and Core Contributor of New Red Order (NRO)

6.00-6.15 PM :  Wrap up + Q&A. 

6.15-6.45 PM :  Conclusive drink (included in the entrance price)

Price: 50 DKK, incl. access to the exhibitions, snacks and drinks. Limited seats. Get your ticket here. 

St i l l  f rom Iván Argote “Lev itate” ,  2022.  Courtesy  of  the art ist ,  Fondazione In  Between Art ,  Perrot in  and Albarrán Bourdais .

https://billetto.dk/e/to-move-and-be-moved-afsluttende-symposium-med-diya-vij-adam-khalil-mathias-danbolt-og-trude-schjelderup-iversen-billetter-1107741?utm_source=organiser&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=copy_link&utm_content=2


FIRST TALK 
Rethink ing Publ ic  Memor ia ls '  Mak ing Process:  The Strategy  of  the Ju ly  22 Memor ia l  in  Oslo .  

The ta lk  inv i tes  Trude Schjelderup Iversen  ,  Sen ior  Curator  at  KORO,  The Off ice  for  Publ ic  Art
in  Norway,  and curator  of  the Ju ly  22 Memor ia l  Commiss ion,  and Mathias  Danbolt  ,  professor
at  the Univers i ty  of  Copenhagen,  to  unfo ld  the open process  they  were part  of  developing to
select  the art ists  who would  rea l ize  the Ju ly  22 Memor ia l  in  Oslo,  Norway.  

In  the process  of  developing a  memor ia l  after  the Ju ly  22 terror  attacks  in  2011 ,  KORO (The
Off ice  for  Publ ic  Art  Norway)  developed new methodologies  to  ensure  re levant  socia l ly
anchored and t ransparent  processes that  inc luded a  wider  publ ic .  In  order  to  achieve
th is ,KORO launched a  lecture  ser ies  ca l led "Memor ia ls  and Society :  Expectat ions,  Negot iat ions
and Art ist ic  Art icu lat ions  (2023-2025)" ,  as  a  tool  to  fac i l i tate  a  t ransparent ,  but  a lso informed
conversat ion between art ists ,  a rt  profess iona ls ,  stake holders ,  support  groups,  journa l ists ,
students  and a  wider  publ ic .  The seminar  conversat ion e laborates  on how th is  new publ ic
aspect  of  the process  is  combined with  a  speci f ic  l i sten ing program for  the art ists  who are
part ic ipat ing  in  the compet it ion.  Through th is  curator ia l  approach,  KORO involved re levant
experts  in  the f ie ld  such as  Math ias  Danbolt ,  a  professor  at  the Univers i ty  of  Copenhagen and
co-founder  of  the research in i t iat ive  Moving Monuments ,  which examines the aesthet ic  l i ves  of
monumenta l  scu lpture  in  the context  of  Danish  colonia l  h istory .  Thanks  to  h is  innovat ive  and
cr i t ica l  approach,  Danbolt  has  been a  v i ta l  ro le  in  reth ink ing the h istory  and preservat ion of
monuments  and memor ia ls  across  Scandinav ia .

I rene Campolmi ,  Senior  Curator  at  KØS,  moderates  the ta lk .

SECOND TALK
The Power  of  Publ ic  Art 's  Cal l - for -Act ion:  "The Wor ld 's  UnFai r "  Publ ic  Commiss ion as  A  Tool  for
Indigenous Land’s  Rest i tut ion.  

The second conversat ion inv i tes  in  a  d ia logue Diya Vi j ,  curator  at  Creat ive  T ime in  New York ,
and Adam Khal i l ,  a rt ist ,  f i lmmaker ,  and core contr ibutor  of  New Red Order  (NRO),  a  group
work ing with  networks  of  informants  and accompl ices  to  create grounds for  Ind igenous futures.
Creat ive  T ime’s  curator  and the art ist  co l laborated last  year  to  develop a  temporary  publ ic  art
commiss ion ca l led The Wor ld 's  UnFai r ,  a  testament  to  the power  of  co l laborat ion in  creat ing
meaningfu l  and impactfu l  publ ic  art .  The Wor ld 's  UnFai r  was  an  immers ive  insta l lat ion
mimick ing the t ropes of  the late  19th-century  and ear ly  20th-century  un iversa l  exposit ions.  The
commiss ion occurred in  an  empty  lot  in  Long Is land City ,  Queens,  between September  and
October  2023.  The locat ion chosen for  the fa i r -cum-encampment  has  had a  long h istory
connected to  fa i rs ,  as  the borough hosted the 1939 and 1964 New York  Wor ld 's  Fa i rs .  NRO
reappropr iates  the format  of  these past  internat iona l  exh ib i t ions  or  expos,  where Indigenous
people  were often dehumanized or  romant ic ized in  exh ib i ts  used to  d ispossess  them of  the i r
lands and leg it imize colonia l  p lunder .  At  The Wor ld 's  UnFai r ,  sett lers  were inv i ted to  reverse
these nat ion-bui ld ing models  and become accompl ices  in  decolonizat ion—a new wor ld  order
NRO descr ibes  as  " l iberatory  pathways  of  border- less ,  property- less ,  nat ion- less  imagin ings. "  

Through The Wor ld 's  UnFai r ,  Creat ive  T ime and NRO attempted to  conceive  the remedy to  th is
d isastrous  rea l i ty ,  suggest ing how g iv ing  back  the Indigenous sto len land offers  a  br ight  path
forward,  a  way  for  new futures  to  be developed.  Us ing mult imedia  insta l lat ions  and
exper imenta l  programs,  The Wor ld 's  UnFai r  i s  part  of  NRO larger  pro ject  "Give  i t  Back" ,  which
wi l l  develop in  the next  two years  into  a  feature  f i lm,  a  gu ide-sty le  publ icat ion,  and new
interact ive  exh ib i ts .  U lt imately ,  The Wor ld 's  UnFai r  moves beyond the symbol ic :  i t  serves  as  a
ca l l  to  act ion to  rematr iate  land in  Lenapehoking (today  known as  New York  City) .  

I rene Campolmi ,  Senior  Curator  at  KØS,  moderates  the ta lk .  



DIYA VIJ
Diya  V i j  i s  the Curator  at  Creat ive  T ime where she gu ides the curator ia l
d i rect ion of  the organizat ion inc luding commiss ions,  publ ic  programs,
and in i t iat ives  such as  the Creat ive  T ime Summit ;  CTHQ,  a  gather ing
space for  art  and pol i t ica l  engagement;  and the R&D Fel lowship  for
socia l ly  engaged art ists .  Over  the past  15  years ,  she has  sought  to
cr i t ica l ly  invest igate  the ro le  of  publ ic  art  in  pol i t ics  and c iv ic  l i fe ,
work ing with  dozens of  leading contemporary  art ists  across  var ious
posit ions  he ld  at  major  NYC cultura l  inst i tut ions  inc luding the Queens
Museum,  NYC Department  of  Cultura l  Affa i rs ,  and the High L ine.  She
serves  on the Boards  of  the Laundromat  Pro ject ,  Poetry  Pro ject ,  and is
Co-Chai r  of  the Board of  A  B lade of  Grass  and co-curated the
Counterpubl ic  2023 publ ic  art  t r iennia l  in  St .  Louis .

TRUDE SCHJELDERUP IVERSEN
Trude Schje lderup Iversen is  a  curator ,  theor ist ,  and a  cr i t ic ,  current ly
work ing as  senior  curator  at  Publ ic  Art  Norway (KORO).  In  2023,
Schje lderup Iversen was curator  and jury  member  for  The Nat iona l
Memor ia l  after  22 Ju ly  in  Oslo.  She was the in i t iator  and programmer of
Publ ic  Art  Norway ’s  curator ia l  program (2018,  2021 ,  2023)  and the lecture
ser ies  Cr i t ica l  Issues in  Publ ic  Art  (2015,  2015,  2017) .  She was d i rector  of
UKS,  Young Art ist  Society  (2001–2005),  Ph.D.  Candidate in  art  theory
(Univers i ty  of  Oslo  2007–d.  d) ,  curator ia l  res ident  and lecturer  at  Center
for  Curator ia l  Studies ,  Bard Col lege,  New York  (2008–2009).  Current
curator ia l  pro jects  inc lude a  new publ ic  pro ject  with  Amer ican art ist
Suzanne Lacy,  Migrat ion and Architecture,  a  long-term col laborat ion with
Norwegian art ist  Knut  Åsdam.  Schje lderup Iversen curated the permanent
exhib i t ion  in  the Norwegian par l iament  in  2019,  which corrects  the male-
dominated publ ic  col lect ion and explores  the r ich  t radit ion of  women
art ists  who use text i les  as  mater ia l  in  artworks  in  the publ ic  space.

ADAM KHALIL
Adam Khal i l ,  a  member  of  the Oj ibway t r ibe,  is  a  f i lmmaker  and art ist
f rom Sault  Ste.  Mar ie ,  Mich igan,  whose pract ice attempts  to  subvert
t radit iona l  forms of  image-making through humor,  re lat ion,  and
transgress ion.  Kha l i l  i s  a  core  contr ibutor  to  New Red Order  and a  co-
founder  of  COUSINS Col lect ive.  Kha l i l ’ s  work  has  been exh ib i ted at  the
Museum of  Modern Art ,  Sundance F i lm Fest iva l ,  Walker  Arts  Center ,
L incoln  Center ,  Tate  Modern,  HKW, Kunstha l  Char lottenborg,  Toronto
Biennia l  2019,  Whitney  B iennia l  2019,  Shar jah  B iennia l  15 ,  Counterpubl ic
2023 among other  inst i tut ions.  

MATHIAS DANBOLT
Mathias  Danbolt  is  a  Professor  of  Art  History  at  the Univers i ty  of
Copenhagen,  Denmark .  Over  the past  decade,  h is  research has  explored
the intersect ions  between art  h istory  and colonia l  h istory  in  the Nordic
region,  focus ing on memory  pol i t ics ,  monuments,  and publ ic  art .
Danbolt  has  led severa l  co l laborat ive  research pro jects  examin ing the
contemporary  impact  of  co lonia l ism,  inc luding The Art  of  Nordic
Colonia l ism:  Wr it ing  Transcultura l  Art  Histor ies  (2019–2023) ,  and
Moving Monuments:  The Mater ia l  L i fe  of  Sculpture  f rom the Danish
Colonia l  Era  (2022–2025) .


